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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 7/20/04, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1, 3-7, 9, and 11-14 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 33-36, filed 7/20/04, with respect to the 
rejections of claims 1-14 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Heo et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,825.990 (hereinafter Heo) and Ranalli et al. U.S. Patent 
No. 6,747,761 (hereinafter Ranalli). 

Specification 

3. The corrected or substitute specification received on 7/20/04. The specification 
is acceptable. 

4. The corrected or substitute abstract received on 7/20/04. The abstract is 
acceptable. 

Drawings 

5. The corrected or substitute drawings are received on 7/20/04. The drawings are 
acceptable. 
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C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Clainns 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to 
set forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Evidence that 
claims 1 and 9 fail to correspond in scope with that which applicants regard as the 
invention can be found in the Specification filed on 7/20/04. In that paper, applicant has 
stated "first, a user inputs, through operational panel 40, the telephone number of the 
second facsimile machine to receive the fax data when fax data cannot be received by 
the receiving facsimile machine due to error occurrence" (page 10, line 14-17), and this 
statement indicates that the invention is different from what is defined in the claims 
because claims recite that a telephone number of a second receiving facsimile machine 
is inputted when an error occurs at said first receiving facsimile machine. Is the 
applicant claiming that the phone number is not inputted when an error is not detected? 
The claims seem to indicate that a telephone number of a second receiving facsimile 
machine is inputted only upon detecting an error. 

For examining purpose, examiner construes it as inputting the telephone number 
of the second facsimile to receive the fax data when the fax data cannot be received 
due to an error at the first receiving facsimile machine. 

7. Claim 7, 9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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The claim recites that said transmitting apparatus comprises informing means, 
means for inputting the telephone number of the second receiving facsimile machine, 
and means for forming a communication line, when a ring signal is input from said 
transmitting facsimile apparatus. Is the applicant claiming that the telephone number of 
the second facsimile machine is inputted at the transmitting apparatus? Is the 
communication line formed within the transmitting apparatus itself? It is unclear as to if 
the facsimile data is transmitted to the receiving apparatus. 

For examining purpose, examiner construes it as said first receiving facsimile 
machine comprising the plurality of means. 

8. With respect to dependent claims 9 and 11-14, it is uncertain as to what the 
apparatus is referring to. Examiner suggests the applicant to insert either " first receiving 
facsimile apparatus" or " transmitting facsimile apparatus" in the preamble of each claim 
upon explaining or amending claim 7. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 11, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Heo in view of Ranalli. 

9. With respect to claim 1 , as cited in the previous Office action dated 4/21/04, Heo 
teaches a process for transmitting a facsimile message from a transmitting facsimile 
machine to a first receiving facsimile machine, a subprocess for informing the 
transmitting facsimile machine of error occurrence at the first receiving facsimile 
machine, said subprocess comprising the steps of: 

when a ring signal is input from said transmitting facsimile machine, forming a 
communication line, exchanging protocols of said transmitting facsimile machine and of 
said first receiving facsimile machine, and storing a telephone number of said 
transmitting facsimile machine among said protocols received from the transmitting 
facsimile machine (fig. 3 & col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 44); 

printing fax data received from said transmitting facsimile machine and 
simultaneously checking whether an error occurs (col. 4, lines 19-38); 

when an error occurs, obtaining an error message corresponding to said error 
from a pre-stored error table and storing said error message (fig. 3, S3e & col. 5, lines 
21-52); 
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when said communication line is cut off from said transmitting facsimile machine 
due to said error occurrence, detecting said telephone number of said transmitting 
facsimile machine and forming a communication line therewith (col. 4, lines 39-59); and 

when said communication line with said transmitting facsimile machine is formed, 
transmitting error information occurring at said receiving facsimile machine (col. 4. lines 
39-59). 

Heo does not teach expressly that a telephone number of a second receiving 
facsimile machine is sent to the transmitting facsimile machine from the first receiving 
facsimile machine for the alternate fax data transmission. 

Ranalli, the same field of endeavor of the facsimile transmission, teaches the 
method of sending a telephone number of a second/alternate receiving facsimile 
machine, to a transmitting facsimile machine when a first receiving facsimile cannot 
receive the fax data due to an error occurrence (col. 2, lines 30-33 and col. 5, lines 10- 
21). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the method for sending a telephone number of an alternate receiving 
facsimile machine to the transmitting facsimile taught by Ranalli with the error notifying 
facsimile system of Heo. 

The motivation/suggestion for doing so would have been to provide an alternate 
facsimile data transmission method by the original destination facsimile machine. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Heo with Ranalli to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 
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10. With respect to claim 3, Heo teaches the facsimile transmission process wherein, 
before said communication line with said transmitting facsimile machine is cut off, said 
error massage is stored in an error buffer (col. 4, lines 19-38 & col. 5. lines 1-18). 

Ranalli teaches the facsimile transmission process wherein, before said 
communication line with said transmitting facsimile machine is cut off, said telephone 
number of said second receiving facsimile machine is stored in a buffer. In order to 
send back the telephone number of the alternate facsimile machine to the transmitting 
facsimile, it is inherent to store the telephone number, either permanently or temporarily, 
in a buffer for the transmission. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 6, Heo teaches the facsimile transmission, wherein said 
error table is a look-up table including at least one error message respectively 
corresponding to at least one error that may occur in transmission of said facsimile 
message (col. 4, lines 19-38). 

12. With respect to claim 7, Heo discloses a transmitting facsimile apparatus for 
transmitting a facsimile message to a first receiving facsimile machine, said receiving 
facsimile apparatus comprising: 

a scanner for reading a document; 

means for transmitting and receiving information; 

means for exchanging protocols with said first receiving facsimile machine; and 
a printer; 

the improvement comprising: 
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informing means for furnishing information concerning error occurrence to the 
transmitting facsimile apparatus, wherein said informing means furnishes the 
transmitting facsimile apparatus with information concerning nature of an error occurring 
at the first receiving facsimile machine in the event of error at the first receiving facsimile 
machine (fig. 3, S3e; col. 5. lines 21-52; and col. 4, lines 39-59). 

Heo does not teach expressly that a telephone number of a second receiving 
facsimile machine is sent to the transmitting facsimile machine from the first receiving 
facsimile machine for the alternate fax data transmission in the event of error at the first 
receiving facsimile machine. 

Ranalli. the same field of endeavor of the facsimile transmission, teaches the 
method of sending a telephone number of a second/alternate receiving facsimile 
machine, to a transmitting facsimile machine when a first receiving facsimile cannot 
receive the fax data due to an error occurrence (col. 2. lines 30-33 and col. 5. lines 10- 
21). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the method for sending a telephone number of an alternate receiving 
facsimile machine to the transmitting facsimile taught by Ranalli with the error notifying 
facsimile system of Heo. 

The motivation/suggestion for doing so would have been to provide an alternate 
facsimile data transmission method by the original destination facsimile machine. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Heo with Ranalli to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 7. 
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13. With respect to claim 9, the combination of Heo and Ranalli (hereinafter 
combination) discloses the apparatus of claim 7 comprising: 

means for inputting the telephone number of the second receiving facsimile 
machine when the error occurs at said first receiving facsimile machine while said first 
receiving facsimile machine is receiving said facsimile message (col. 2, lines 30-33 and 
col. 5, lines 10-21 of Ranalli); 

means for forming a communication line when a ring signal is input from said 
transmitting facsimile apparatus (fig. 3 & col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 44); 

means for exchanging protocols of said transmitting facsimile apparatus and of 
said first receiving facsimile machine when the communication line is formed (fig. 3 & 
col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 44); 

means for storing telephone number of said transmitting facsimile apparatus 
among said protocols received from the transmitting facsimile apparatus when the 
protocols are exchanged (fig. 3 & col. 5, line 61 - col. 6, line 44); 

means for printing said facsimile message received from said transmitting 
facsimile apparatus and for simultaneously determining whether an error occurs (col. 4, 
lines 19-38); 

means for storing said error message (fig. 3, S3e & col. 5, lines 21-52); 

means for obtaining said telephone number of said transmitting facsimile 
apparatus and forming a communication line therewith when said communication line is 
cut off from said transmitting facsimile apparatus due to occurrence of the error (col. 4, 
lines 39-59); and 
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means for transmitting error information to said transmitting facsimile apparatus 
when said communication line with said transmitting facsimile apparatus is formed (col. 
4, lines 39-59). 

14. With respect to claim 1 1 , arguments analogous to those presented for claim 3, 
are applicable. 

1 5. With respect to claim 14, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 6. 
are applicable. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the combination as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Hwang U.S. Patent 
No. 5,822,084. 

1 6. With respect to claim 4, the combination teaches the process of claim 1 , but it 
does not teach expressly the step of converting said error information into bit map data 
when said telephone number of said transmitting facsimile machine is detected and said 
communication line is formed. 

Hwang, the same field of endeavor of the facsimile transmission, teaches the 
method of sending back the error message to the transmitter and printing the error 
message at the transmitter (col. 1 , lines 48-54 and col. 4, lines 13-24). Further, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that the converting of 
data into bit map is a necessary step in the printing process. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the method for printing the error message at the transmitting machine 
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taught by Hwang with the method for transmitting alternate destination information 
taught by the combination. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to notify the user of the 
error and the alternate destination infomnation by printing the information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the three references to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 4. 

17. With respect to claim 5, the combination teaches the process of claim 1 , but it 
does not teach expressly that said error information is printed in said facsimile 
message. 

Hwang, the same field of endeavor of the facsimile transmission, teaches the 
method of sending back the error message to the transmitter and printing the error 
message at the transmitter (col. 1 , lines 48-54 and col. 4, lines 13-24). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the method for printing the error message at the transmitting machine 
taught by Hwang with the method for transmitting alternate destination information 
taught by the combination. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to notify the user of the 
error and the alternate destination information by printing the information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the three references to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 5. 
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Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of Hwang. 

18. With respect to claim 12. arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, 
are applicable. 

19. With respect to claim 13, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, 
are applicable. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S PARK whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2448. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chan S. Park 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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